
Students will learn to: K 1 2

Organization of 
Narrative Writing:

Combine drawing, dictating and 
writing about narrative events and 
the the order in which they occurred.

Write narratives to recount two or 
more sequenced events, using 
temporal words to signal event 
order, and create a sense of closure.

Write narratives with a sequence of 
events, temporal words to signal 
order and a sense of closure.

Development of 
Narrative Ideas and 
Content:

Combine drawing, dictating and 
writing to narrate a single event or 
loosely linked events, add details 
about the events and provide a 
reaction to what happened.

Write narratives to recount two or 
more events providing focused 
details about what happened and a 
sense of closure.

Develop narratives with a well-
elaborated sequence of events, 
details to describe actions, thoughts 
or feelings, temporal words to signal 
event order, and a sense of closure.

Demonstrates Voice 
within Narrative 
Writing:

Organization of 
Opinion Writing:

Combine drawing, dictating and 
writing to compose opinion pieces 
that introduce a topic and state an 
opinion

Write opinion pieces that introduce a 
topic, state an opinion, offer reasons 
and provide some sense of closure.

Write opinions by stating an opinion, 
supplying reasons, using linking 
words and providing a concluding 
statement.

Development of 
Opinion Ideas and 
Content:

Combine drawing, dictating and 
writing to introduce an opinion topic, 
add details on that topic and state a 
preference or opinion.

Write opinion pieces that introduce a 
topic, state an opinion, supply 
focused reasons and provide some 
sense of closure.

Develop opinion pieces with reasons 
that support the opinion and 
introduction and concluding 
statements.

Demonstrates Voice 
Within Opinion 
Pieces:

Organization of 
informative Writing:

Combine drawing, dictating and 
writing to compose 
informative/explanatory texts with a 
named topic and support on the 
topic. Participate in shared research 
and writing projects by gathering 
information from sources or 
experiences to answer a question.

Write informative/explanatory texts 
that name a topic, support the topic 
and provide a sense of closure. 
Participate in shared research and 
writing projects by gathering 
information from sources or 
experiences to answer a question.

Organize informative/explanatory 
texts with a topic, introduction, facts 
to develop points, and a concluding 
statement.

Development of 
Informative Ideas 
and Content:

Combine drawing, dictating and 
writing to name an 
informative/explanatory topic and 
supply some additional information 
and details about the topic. 
Participate in shared research and 
writing projects by gathering 
information from sources or 
experiences to answer a question.

Write informative/explanatory texts 
that name a topic, supply some 
focused facts about the topic and 
provide a sense of closure. 
Participate in shared research and 
writing projects by gathering 
information from sources or 
experiences to answer a question.

Introduce an informative topic, use 
facts and definitions to develop 
points, and provide a concluding 
section.

Demonstrates Voice 
Within Informative 
Writing:

Follows Grade Level 
Writing Conventions:

Capitalize the first word in a 
sentence and the pronoun I, 
recognize end punctuation and spell 
simple words phonetically.

Match subjects with verbs, use 
correct grade-level punctuation and 
capitalization, and conventional 
spelling for common spelling and 
frequently occurring irregular words.

Use correct grade-level 
capitalization and punctuation and 
generalize learned spelling patterns 
when writing words.

Use vocabulary 
appropriate for grade 
level when writing:

Use commonly occurring nouns, 
verbs and prepositions and apply 
shades of meaning among verbs.

Write informative/explanatory texts 
that name a topic, supply some 
focused facts about the topic and 
provide a sense of closure. 
Participate in shared research and 
writing projects by gathering 
information from sources or 
experiences to answer a question.

Use collective nouns, adjectives, 
adverbs, reflexive pronouns and 
irregular plural nouns. Establish real-
life connections and distinguish 
shades of meaning among verbs 
and adjectives.

Demonstrate Proper 
Pacing and Structure 
of Sentences:

Produce and expand complete 
sentences.

Produce and expand complete 
sentences, simple and compound 
declarative, interrogative, imperative 
and exclamatory sentences.

Produce, expand, and rearrange 
complete and simple and compound 
sentences.
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Establish narrative situations and 
introduce a narrator/characters by 
organizing an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally and by providing a 
sense of closure.

Introduce a narrator and characters, 
organize a natural sequence of 
events, and provide a logical 
conclusion to create an organized 
piece concerning a narrative 
situation.

Establish a situation, introduce a 
narrator and organize a natural 
sequence of events using 
transitional words and a logical 
conclusion.

Develop real or imagined 
experiences using descriptive 
details, clear event sequences, 
dialogue, descriptions, temporal 
words, and a sense of closure.

Develop real or imagined 
experiences using narration, 
descriptions, transitions and a logical 
conclusion.

Develop real or imagined 
experiences or events by 
establishing a situation, introducing 
characters, and providing clear 
event sequences.

Use dialogue, description, 
transitions, concrete vocabulary, 
sensory details, and a conclusion to 
create a clear voice throughout a 
narrative piece.

Orient the reader by using using 
effective narrative techniques 
(dialogue and pacing), concrete 
words and sensory details to convey 
experiences.

Organize opinion pieces by 
introducing the topic, supporting a 
point of view with reasons, using 
linking words and providing a 
concluding statement.

Create an organizational structure 
that introduces a topic, states an 
opinion, provides reasons and offers 
a clear conclusion.

Logically introduce a topic, state an 
opinion and group ideas, facts and 
reasons to create a nuanced opinion 
piece with a well-justified concluding 
statement.

Develop opinion pieces with an 
introduction, reasons and a 
conclusion.

Write opinion pieces that support a 
point of view with an introduction, 
reasons, facts, details, and a 
conclusion.

Write opinion pieces on topics or 
texts, supporting a point of view with 
reasons and information.

Initiate a point of view and provide 
an introduction, reasons and a 
concluding statement to support that 
opinion

Clearly state an opinion and support 
it with logically grouped ideas, 
transitional words and a concluding 
statement.

Provide logical reasons, details and 
a concluding statement to strongly 
support a stated opinion.

Organize informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic, group 
related information, convey ideas 
clearly and offer a conclusion. 
Create a short research project by 
taking brief notes and sorting 
evidence.

Write informative texts that introduce 
a topic, group information into logical 
sections and paragraphs, and 
provide a concluding statement. 
Conduct short research projects by 
taking notes, paraphrasing, 
categorizing information and 
providing a list of sources.

Introduce and develop a topic with 
facts, definitions, details, quotations 
and linking ideas; provide a 
concluding statement related to the 
explanation presented.  Gather and 
summarize researched information 
in notes and finished work and 
provide a list of sources.

Develop informative/explanatory 
topics with an introduction, facts, 
details, definitions and a concluding 
statement. Create a short research 
project by gathering information from 
print and digital sources.

Write informative/explanatory texts 
that develop a topic with an 
introduction, facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, 
examples and a concluding 
statement. Investigate different 
aspects of a topic and gather 
relevant information from print and 
digital sources to create short 
research projects.

Write informative/explanatory texts 
to examine a topic, convey ideas 
and information clearly and conduct 
short research projects that use 
several sources.

Offer a clear introduction and 
conclusion and use precise 
language, linked ideas, concrete 
details and quotations to create a 
sense of voice.

Introduce a topic, use details, 
quotations and precise language to 
develop this topic and provide a 
conclusion related to the information 
presented.

Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-
antecedent agreement, use correct 
grade-level capitalization and 
punctuation, write possessives, and 
use conventional spelling for high-
frequency and other studied words 
and for adding suffixes to base 
words.

Use correct capitalization and 
spelling, use a comma before a 
coordinating conjunction in a 
compound sentence and correctly 
punctuate dialogue.

Use correct grade-level punctuation 
and capitalization with a focus on 
commas and spell grade-appropriate 
words correctly, consulting 
references as needed.

Choose words and phrases for effect 
and establish real-life connections 
and shades of meaning for words 
when writing. Include words that 
indicate spatial and temporal 
relationships.

Use words that signal actions, 
emotions and states of being as well 
as transitional and linking words in 
writing. Correctly use precise 
language and homophones in 
writing.

Use precise language, concrete and 
sensory details, and domain-specific 
vocabulary in writing; use verb tense 
to convey time, sequence, contrast, 
and other relationships.

Produce simple, compound and 
complex sentences.

Produce complete sentences, 
recognizing and correcting 
fragments and run-ons.

Expand, combine, and reduce 
sentences for meaning, 
reader/listener interest, and style.


